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It was so easy in the 
beginning   
When they started planning 
their August wedding in the 
spring of 2007, Kate and 
Jason 
Gilbreath 
had no idea 
that they 
would be 
scrambling 
just the 
day before 
to get all 
their 
groomsmen 
in tuxedos that fit.  But 
that’s just what they were 
doing on August 7 th . 
 
“We had a lot of people from 
out of town.  I grew up in 
Columbus, but all our 
friends and Jason’s family 
came from other places,” 
Kate explained.  “When we 
first came in and ordered 
our tuxes, Ivan said we 
should have any out-of-
towners go to a tux shop 
where they live to get 
measured and the sizes 
would be fine.  A lot of the 
guys didn’t do that though.” 

The group gathered at 
Romanoff’s Classic Tuxedos 
Downtown location that 
Friday for their fitting before 
the big event the next night.  

One by 
one the 
men took 
their 
tuxedos 
into the 
dressing 
rooms.  
And one 
by one 
they came 

out with some sort of 
problem. 
 
The Groomsmen made 
some mistakes  
Romanoff’s provided outfits 
that matched the 
measurements each man 
gave.  But one man’s pants 
were too long, and another 
man’s pants were too short.  
One man’s jacket was too 
tight, but another man’s 
jacket was too big.  The 
bride and groom felt like 
they’d entered some bizarre 
version of The Three Bears. 
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“I didn’t know what would 
happen.  I was mad.  It 
turned out that a lot of the 
guys hadn’t gotten the 
measurements the way we 
told them.  Some even just 
guessed,” Kate said.  “It 
wasn’t the way we wanted to 
start the weekend of our 
wedding,” Jason added. 
 
Romanoff’s Acted Quickly  
That’s when Ivan Romanoff, 
owner of the business and 
manager of the downtown 
store, put his 30 years of 
experience to work. 

 
“This sort of thing happens 
from time to time.  Once we 
had a father of the bride give 
us measurements – from his 
own wedding 25 years 
earlier!” he said.  “We keep 
inventory in the store and 
have a local warehouse, so 
we can make changes 
quickly.” 
 
In this case, all of the 
groomsmen who needed 
help were re-fitted on the 

spot and walked out of the 
store happy and ready to 
celebrate.  And even more 
importantly, the bride and 
groom felt the same way. 
 
“Ivan was great.  He was 
relaxed and understanding.  
Everything was taken care of 
quickly and instead of 
starting the weekend on a 
bad note, we were really 
happy,” Jason said.  “We 
just relaxed at that point 
and that set the tone for the 
entire wedding. 
 
Romanoff’s Classic Tuxedo  
Please come to one of our 
three locations.  Our team 
can help you select a style to 
suit your occasion and help 
you plan the day of your 
dreams. 
 
 
 

 


